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The Neighborhood Club, West Newton, Massachusetts

The Neighborhood Club of West Newton, Massachusetts, is one of the oldest tennis clubs in the United States. Its story is in many ways central to the history of the
sport. The Club hosted a series of important tournaments from 1892-1895, the last one of which was the very first international contest on US soil among players from
the US and UK. As we will see, that competition set the wheels in motion toward what has become known as the Davis Cup, though the aftermath of the event spelled
the end of the Neighborhood Club as an venue for world-class tournaments.

In this narrative, we’'ll look back on the young men who founded the Club and who in 18 short months established the Neighborhood Club as one of the world’s leading
venues for major tennis tournaments. The Club's history gives us a look at a different age, when ambitious and energetic people could get big things done in a hurry -
it's remarkable what the founders accomplished in a short time.

We'll also present fresh evidence supporting a new version of the origin story of the Davis Cup, a competition which remains today the most important team event in
international men’s tennis.

In the Fall of 1890, five men; George H. Phelps, Henry B. Day, George A. Frost,
Charles I. Travelli and Harry L. Ayer, all interested in the game of lawn tennis,
held a meeting for the purpose of making plans to organize a club, to build tennis
courts and a club house. At this meeting it was suggested that each one of the
original five men invite five other men to attend a meeting which was called for
December 13, 1890. The thirty men, all living in West Newton, met and organized
the Neighborhood Club. As the name implies, it was a family organization, and all
the members' families were entitled to full privilege of the club. The members of
the new club were all interested in the development of tennis and the class of
sports which required no systematic methods of training and which provided a
pleasant amount of recreation.

- "The History of The Neighborhood Club," c. 1900, by Harry L. Ayer, West Newton, Massachusetts




Masters of the Universe

The five founding members were loaded with energy, purpose and
financial resources, and knew how to get things done. One of them,
Henry B. Day, who at 28 years old furnished the land on which the
club was constructed, seems to have been the prime mover. The -
manuscripts below and to the right are in his elegant hand:
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The Founders: George H. Phelps (1851 - 1914) (39yo in 1890)

Phelps worked with and lived with his brother-in-law, George Frost, another Club founder.

In 1891, Phelps and his wife Melissa lived at Melissa’s brother George Frost’s home at 170 Chestnut St.

In 1899, apparently only for that year, they resided at 156 Highland St.
Immediately thereafter, the couple were listed at the Jamaicaway in Boston.

Phelps was the third President of the Club, serving from 1895 to 1899.

156 Highland St, West Newton

GEORGE H. PHELPS DEAD.

For Many Years Treasurer of the
George Frost Company—Had Been
11l Only Six Days.

George H. Phelps, for many Yyears
treasurer of the George Frost Company
and one of the founders of that con-
cern., died at his home, 256 Common-
wealth av, vesterday, after an illness
of six days

Mr Phelps was in his 62d vear. He
was a member of the Country and the

Brae Burn Golf ciubs He was well
known as a_golfl player and was con-

| gidered an expert on the curling rinks.

He Is survived by a wife and two

| daughters, one of whom is the wife of

Prof Henrv Fay of Technology and
the other is the wife of Francis W,
3ird of New York. The funeral serv-
ices will be held at the residence to-
morrow at noon.




The Founders: George A. Frost (1858-1936) (32yo in 1890)

Frost and his wife Louise lived at 170 Chestnut St with three servants, all surnamed Casey

The George Frost Company, was founded
by Frost’s father George no later than
1876. They produced, among many other
things, suspenders, braces and hose
supporters (notably the well-regarded
“Velvet Grip” and “Boston Garter,” the latter
of which featured a rubber button and
metal loop to hold long stockings securely
in place - essentially a “modern” garter
belt). !

RESIDENCE, GEORGE A, FROST, CHESTNUT STREET.

GEORGE A. FROST

George A, Frost of 170 Chestnut |
st., West Newton, died on July I7
| He was born in Boston 79 years age
and had resided in this city for 70
vears Mr. Frost had been engaged
lin the manufacturing of novelties, Ha
|was for some years president of the
{Brae Burn Country Club, He is sui
vived by his widow, Mrs. Louise L
Frost; and two daughters, Mrs. Miles
[ W. Weeks of Chestnut Hill, and Mrs.
| Kenneth D, Loose of Bronxville, New
| York His funeral service was held
at his late home on Monday: Rev
Herbert Hitchens officiated Burial
vas In Newton Cemetery

Newton Graphic, July 24, 1936

In the summer of 1903, George A. Frost was vacationing at a cottage on Cape Cod when he met, by chance, Gleason L. Archer [founder of Suffolk Law School].
Archer, who had been injured while working at a hotel on Cape Cod, was on his way to the railroad station to make the trip into Massachusetts General Hospital
when the stagecoach he was riding in stopped to pick up another passenger: George A. Frost. Although Archer was in pain and paid little attention to Frost, Frost

struck up a conversation with him, and, as Archer wrote in his book, Building a School, “such was the magnetism of the man, that before we had reached the railroad
station | had told him much of my story” ... George Frost became Archer’s benefactor, funding his medical treatment and later his law education at Boston University.

“George Frost was a significant figure in Suffolk Law School’s history, as he provided the financial support that Gleason Archer needed to become a lawyer and later
to start his own law school. He served on the Suffolk Law School Board of Trustees beginning in 1919 and acc to Suffolk records, was “the school’s foremost backer

until his death in 1936.” 2

1 https://www.histclo.com/style/under/comp/alpha/f/mu-frost.html

2 https://www.suffolk.edu/-/media/suffolk/documents/academics/libraries/moakley-archive/research-tools/biography_frost pdftxt.pdf
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https://www.suffolk.edu/-/media/suffolk/documents/academics/libraries/moakley-archive/research-tools/biography_frost_pdftxt.pdf

The Founders: Harry L. Ayer (18587 - 1936) (32yo in 1890)

Ayer lived at 140 Prince St (which no longer exists) with wife Mary E, mother-in-law Mary, a Butler, and two Maids

Ayer was an exceptionally athletic man - he played baseball, tennis, and most particularly, golf, all at a
high level. According to his obituary, he was educated in public schools, and was “an investor.” Ayer
is the only club founder listed in “Newton, Garden City of the Commonwealth, 1874-1902”, where it
was said, “Mr Ayer is one of the best known men in social and athletic circles in the city and is a member of the Newton
BraeBurn Golf, Neighborhood, Newton Boat Club, Manchester Yacht Club of Manchester Mass, the Exchange Club of
Boston, the Essex County Club of Manchester Mass, and the Misery Island Club Beverly Mass. Mr Ayer was the leading

spirit in the famous tennis tournaments held by the Neighborhood Club and is an active member of that organization. He
attends the West Newton Unitarian Church and resides on Prince Street.
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“1 Without Ayer, the 1892-1895 tournaments simply
would not have happened. He also wrote, in
approximately 1900, “The History of the
Neighborhood Club,” our only first-hand account
of the Club’s first decade.
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—J CLUB ’l Boston Globe Oct 10, 1936

1895 Newton City Atlas, plate 14
Ayer’s home, now gone, abuts the Club and is circled on this map in pencil.



The Founders: Charles I. Travelli (1859 - 1920) (31yo in 1890)

The Travelli family lived in the magnificent “Stone House” at 180 Chestnut St until February
1, 1898, on which date, during a severe winter blizzard, the house was destroyed by fire.
The family narrowly escaped with their lives. Afterward they lived at 173 Chestnut St with
Charles’ wife Emma’s family. Today there are nine large houses on big lots constructed on

the site of the Stone House. Its Carriage House survives, and is today a stand-alone
residence.

Travelli’s obituary in the June 29, 1920 Boston Globe is short and to the point. Itis
worthwhile to note Travelli's “Irwin Fund” remains active to this day.

FUNERAL OF C. I. TRAVELLI

AT WEST NEWTON TOMORROW

NEWTON, June 2—The funeral of |
Charles Irwin Travelli of Chestnut st,
West Newton, who died Sunday after
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The Founders: Henry B. Day (1862 - 1941) (28yo in 1890)

Henry and his wife Julia lived at 126 Prince St, next door to the Neighborhood Club, until
approximately 1895. Afterward they built and lived at 321 Chestnut St, along with three servants, a
gardener and an ostler. Henry provided the land and much of the initial funding for the new

Neighborhood Club, and served as its President in 1895.

Henry’s father Robert Lansing Day

. b 1820, Lansingburgh, NY

. d 1896, Framingham MA
founded R.L. Day & Co in Boston in 1865.

(Interestingly, “Horace W. Day” (b 1814, Lansingburgh) was President of the
Bank of Lansingburgh, which closed in 1877. There is no record showing
Robert and Horace to be related, but there has to be a story there. There’s also
no trace of the elder Day having a Lansing in his family.)

Robert L. Day hired Henry into R.L. Day & Co at age 18,
though Henry did acquire at least some University level
schooling.

By age 25, in 1887, Henry owned land in Newton including
most of the many acres shown on the map (though
excluding the lot highlighted in pink).

The photo shows Henry’s home at 321 Chestnut St, the
current site of the All Newton Music School, and the green
on the map shows its location.

Henry’s older brother, Frank A. Day, was an important
Newton benefactor, and is the namesake for F. A. Day
Middle School and Frank A. Day YMCA Camp.

fHenry B.Day,
Noted Banker,
Dies Suddenly

| NEWTON, Dec. 1—Henry Brown
| Day, 79, senior partner of the bank-
ing firm of R. L.. Day & Co., 111
Devonshire st., Boston, died sud-
denly this morning at the West
Newton Railroad Station while on
this way to his Boston office. Death
(was due to a coronary attack.

Despite his advanced age, Mr.
|Day participated in athletics. Only
last Saturday he played tennis at
the Badminton and Tennis Club,
Boston.

Henry B. Day
Continued on Page 28
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)e‘ Plan of Land

/N in
WEST NEWTON
Belonging fo
H.B.Day and others.
Scale.lin:{00ft,  Oct. 1867
E.5. Smilie Surv.

(original or fite)
(Scatz of this plar:: fin.  15011.)

Boston Globe, Page One, December 1, 1941

Day’s Residence at 321 Chestnut St, West Newton
Currently occupied by the All Newton Music School
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The Tournaments! Who played When?

The Club formed in December, 1890, with Henry Day providing the land and much of the financing. Just 18 months later, in June 1892, the first of
five major tennis tournaments got underway in West Newton. Here are the players, the years they played, and how they finished. As we'll see,
many were top-ranked in the US, and later in the UK. These were among the premier tennis tournaments in the world at the time.

June 1892 Sept 1892 1893 1894 1895
F. H. Hovey 1 Not Known T1 1 4
M.G. Chace T2 1 4 3 3
R.D. Wrenn T2 Not Known 3 5
H. Tallant
A.E. Wright 5
R.B. Beach 6
C.F. Hubbard Not Known
C. Hobart T 2 5
W.A. Larned 5 6
A. Foote 4
J. Pim 1
H.S. Mahony 2

At the time of that first tournament, Hovey, Chace and Wrenn were top-ranked
American players, while Tallant, Wright and Beach were not quite at that level. In
successive years, the tournaments grew in reputation and attracted new players
(Hobart, Larned, Pim and Mahony), who were ranked as some of the finest in the
world. Pim and Mahoney were both Wimbledon winners.

HOVEY, PIM, MAHONEY, AND HOBART.

(Harold Mahony’s name is misspelled in the photo caption)



The Tournament Players

Dr. Joshua (Josh) Francis Pim (95)

From Ireland. Runner up at Wimbledon in 1891 and 1892, then won the championship in 1893 and 1894. Was
Wimbledon doubles champion (with Frank Stoker) in 1890 and 1893. Wikipedia page says, “In 1895 he
competed in America rather than in England.” Retired from tennis in 1896, but returned in 1902 to play on the
British Davis Cup team, losing both matches. He was a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, living to 1942.

Harold Segerson Mahony (95)

Born in Scotland but lived in Ireland most of his life. Singles champion at Wimbledon in 1896, and in the 1900
Olympics, won the Silver medal in singles tennis, the bronze medal in doubles (with Arthur Norris) and the silver
medal in mixed doubles (with Helene Prevost). He was known for his formidable backhand. He has an
extensive list of county championships in England from 1888 to 1905. He was killed in 1905 in a bicycling
accident in Ireland, while descending a steep hill.

Malcolm Greene Chace (6/92, 9/92, 93, 94, 95)

From Rhode Island. Transferred from Brown to Yale, and was the first Hockey captain at Yale. In tennis he was
ranked #3 in the US in 1895. Retired from tennis in 1896 after winning the US Intercollegiate Singles and
Doubles titles three consecutive years 1893-95 (the only other to accomplish this feat was Pancho Segura).
Chase went on to an important career in business, creating the Company that would become National Grid US,
and acting as CEO to the Company that would become Berkshire Hathaway. More detail on his extraordinary
business career can be found here, starting on page 15.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vpq5qNj2WIMIONaCw1otcmf9M0f_QtvK/view

The Tournament Players

Frederick H. Hovey (6/92, 9/92, 93, 94, 95)

From Newton Centre. Graduated 1890 from Brown University, Phi Beta Kappa, active in tennis, baseball and
football. 1893 graduate of Harvard Law School. He was 1895 National singles champion, and doubles
champion with Clarence Hobart in 1893 and 1894.

William (Bill) Augustus Larned (93, 95)

From Summit NJ. Attended Cornell University, where he won the intercollegiate tennis championship. He
invented the steel-framed tennis racquet. He won the US Men’s Championship seven times between 1901 and
1911, and was on the US Davis Cup team four times. In 1901 he was ranked #1 in the world. Served with the
Rough Riders in Cuba, where he contracted Rheumatoid Arthritis, forcing his retirement from tennis in 1912.
After spinal meningitis caused partial paralysis, he became depressed and took his own life inside the exclusive
Knickerbocker Club in NYC in 1926.

Robert Duffield Wrenn (6/92, 9/92, 93, 94)

From lllinois. He was a left-handed player, and was four-time US Singles Champion (1893, 1894, 1896, 1897).
Quarterback of Harvard football and shortstop on Harvard baseball. Served with Teddy Roosevelt’s Rough
Riders in Cuba, where he contracted Yellow Fever, which was said to have impacted his tennis. Later, he was a
pilot during WW1. He died in 1925.




The Tournament Players

Clarence Hobart (93, 94, 95)
From Waltham MA. Wimbledon semi-finalist in 1898. Three-time US National doubles champion (1890, 1893,
1894) and three-time US National mixed doubles champion (1892, 1893, 1905). His 1905 mixed doubles

partner was Augusta Shultz, to whom he had been married in 1895. He died in a swimming pool accident in
1930.

Hugh Tallant (6/92)
Harvard University lawn tennis player. In 1912 he went rogue, according to the NYT:

“An innovation in championship tennis was shown in the twenty-second annual Longwood Cricket Club tournament in singles
to-day, when Hugh Tallant of New York, in his match with G.F. Touchard, winner of last year's tournament, played without
shoes. His feet were incased (sic) in heavy socks, but he apparently gained no advantage from the change, proving unable to
gather in the court drives of Touchard, who won all three sets.” (NYT July 17, 1912)

Charles Parker Hubbard (9/92) Arthur Ellsworth Foote (94)
From Alameda, CA. Visited East Coast to play in 1892 U.S. Open and Longwood Bowl. From New Haven. Attended Yale. Ranked #8 in US Tennis in 1893, and #9 in 1894. Served
Ayer arranged a September 1892 tournament to acknowledge his being East. Hubbard won as a Major in WW1, with charge over all US Army Post Exchanges, and worked in

his first round at the Open, but lost the second to Clarence Hobart. He reached the

s government afterward until retiring 1931.
semi-finals of the 1892 Longwood Bowl.

Rodmond Vernon Beach (6/92) Albert Empie Wright (6/92)
From New Haven CT, incorrectly listed by Ayer as “R.B. Beach.” Attended Yale undergrad Attended Columbia Law School. Columbia University Intercollegiate Doubles Champion
and Yale Law School. He died in 1898 fighting in the Spanish-American War. (with Oliver Campbell) in 1889.



Two more characters - do two Dwights make a Wrong?

Dr. James Dwight

Known as the “founding father of American tennis.” One of the
driving forces behind the creation of the U.S. National Lawn
Tennis Association. He was instrumental in establishing the first
U.S. National Championships held at the Newport Casino and the
first Davis Cup match at the Longwood Cricket Club in Boston in
1900. He was a strong promoter of US/UK international tennis.

Served for 21 years (1882-84, 1894-1911) as President of the
USNLTA (which became “USTA” in 1975), and was a noted
referee for more than 30 years at the U.S. Nationals (and at the
Neighborhood Club!). A practicing physician, but in later years
turned much of his attention to tennis.

Dwight F. Davis

To whom conventional wisdom attributes conceiving of, creating
the format for, and founding what would become known as the
Davis Cup. Some current research’ suggests Davis’s purported
role in this history may be exaggerated.

www.jstore.org
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Setting the stage for International Tennis

1892 and following: The “Irish Championships,” held annually, were actually the first international tournaments, pitting English players against teams
from Ireland. Despite repeated pleas to the English LTA from the USNLTA (James Dwight), English players declined to travel to America because
the crossings were long and the competition was considered weak. These competitions featured National teams made up of Irish and English
players, anticipating the Davis Cup format of compatriot teams.

1894 Englishman Manliffe Goodbody was persuaded to come to Newport to play in the Challenge Round in the US National Championships. He
lost to Bob Wrenn, who had played at Neighborhood Club tournaments. Goodbody was so impressed he vowed to come back in 1895 with his
buddies Josh Pim and Harold Mahony.

1895 Goodbody was unable to come, but Pim and Mahony were delighted - Pim to the point of coming out of retirement, and Mahony to the point of
eschewing Wimbledon (which did not sit well with the English LTA). James Dwight, representing the USNLTA, worked with Pim and Mahony and
connected them with Harry Ayer to arrange the logistics for and promote the 1895 tournament at the Neighborhood Club, the first UK vs US
international tennis tournament. The NC may have facilitated the expenses to some degree, which planted a seed we will explore later?.

The tournament had two other important effects. First, Harold Mahony and Bill Larned became fast friends, and together would become an
important force in Anglo-American tennis, for years afterward barnstorming tournaments on both sides of the Atlantic. Second, the success of the
tournament was held in high esteem, and was used as a model for future (albeit individual round-robin as opposed to National team competition)
Anglo-American events, starting in 1896 at the Niagara-on-the-Lake event, well in advance of ...

1900 Dwight Davis purchased and endowed the silver bowl given as a prize for the “International Lawn Tennis Challenge,” later renamed the Davis
Cup. Davis also was one of three US players in that inaugural 1900 tournament, won by the US. Wikipedia® cites the revisionist but controversial
Eaves and Lake piece giving Davis no founding credit, but naming him only as a player and as paying out-of-pocket for the bowl. That Wiki entry was
written August 19, 2018 by Robert J. Lake, co-author of the revisionist article. The estimable Bud Collins anticipated that revisionist view, writing in
2010, “In 1895, what almost amounted to a representative contest between the Americans and the British took the form of a round-robin
tournament at the Neighborhood Club, West Newton, Mass ... [Dr. James] Dwight had been trying to stir up the Anglo-American rivalry
into a team event instead of individual exercises. In 1900, his hopes reached fruition as his friend, another Harvardian, undergraduate
Dwight Davis, put up the famous bauble ... which soon became known as the Davis Cup.” 3

The New York Times. “For the Tennis Honors.” 18 Aug 1895, page 19



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Davis_Cup#History
https://www.nytimes.com/1895/08/18/archives/for-the-tennis-honors-this-weeks-championship-tourney-and-the.html?searchResultPosition=1

Press buzz for the 1895 tournament

Boston Globe

=l 5 Stk T e S by oo oo
1 ; hnt! : | =" 3 o y Wrenn, gave wl-
ditional evidence in the same live.
Boston Globe 02 Jun 1895 https://books.google.com/books?
id=zYY-AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA667
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Sights and sounds from the courts

The location on the Club’s grounds of the
tournament court and grandstand overlaps a
part of the Clubhouse as it stands today. That
portion of the building was constructed a
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What happened in 1896? For one thing, Pim couldn’t return. October 1895 Letter Pim to Ayer:
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,roe Cottage, Killiney, Co Dublin, 17 Oct 95. My dear Ayer, I would have written you come days ago, but have been awaiting answers from some fellowe I wrote to about thic trip next year. - I don't think :7‘ can be worked -.
T had a letter from [George] Hillyard & he would only g0 across to play in the Championship & I feel certain all the other English men won't go except for that alco, as any fellows that have any possibility of winning the
Englich Championship won't be away for it or go from England before it. I had a letter from [Frank] Stoker, he will go in June, but who to get to g0 with him I don't know, T couldnt get any ancwer from Mahoney tho T
wrote him long g0, and T fear my going again at least next year is out of the question, as I must stick hard af work to get on here, which is a necescity. [Tom] Chaytor T asked, but he cays, nothing would make him face
the Atlantic. You cee it'c only fellows dropping out of the game (like this cripple) that will go acrocs as the others will keep trying after the sour grapec here. I dont know which foday, if they only knew what was before
them they would all be fighting to go, I only know I wish I could g0 again. You will have fo get me an heivess or poisin [cic] anderbilt or some of those jokers & make them make their wills in my favor and I will be with you

annually. (et me know if I can do anything to forward your tovrnament - with kind regards to Mrs. Ayer and all the ‘gals.

" Believe me, cincerely, Joch Pim.



Picking up the pieces in 1896

This Week's Championship Tourney
and the Contestants.

LARNED LOOKED UPON AS WINNER

Some Hard-Fought Battles and Fine
Exhibitions of the Game Ex-
pected at Nmﬂu-_
ers’ Chances.

game In this country. But last yur the
appearance of Goodbody late In the season
and his sensational victories at Newport
made the season end in a blaze of glory,
while this year the great International
contest at West Newton and the splendid
play of Pim and Mahony came so early
in the season that even the champlonship
contest will seem a kind of anti-climax.

It is a great pity that the English cracks
did not come over on their own hook, and
not as guests of the Nelghborhood Club.
It has since leaked out that both of the

foreigners were enthusiastic over their re-
ception here, and that they would have
been glad to stay and play through the
scason. Mahony, at least, would have done
%0 but for the arrangement with the West
Newton people. The latter were enter-
prising enough to foot the bills of all the
players, and It seems that the English
cracks feit bound not to play anywhere

but In West Newton, exce; t wl(h the con-
sent of the Nelghborhood

FOR THE nmsiﬂéﬁw

TO THE MEMBERS
WUTOFITHE e

# NEIGHBORHO®OD CLUB &
. VR

4s we have been unable to obtain satisfactory
English players for our Invitation Tennis Tournament,
usually held the last part of this month and as many
of the best of our American players are unable to
Dlay, on account of absence from the country or other
engagements, it has been thought best to give up hav-
ing the Invitation Tennis Tournament this year.

It 18 with great regret that we have felt ourselves
Jorced to come to this decision, but we thought it
would be better to have no tournament at all rather
than to have an inferior one.

] taurnament equal at least to that of @ year ago, we
remain,

Yours truly,

NEIGHBORHOOD CLUB,

West Newton, Mass. Tennig Committee.
JuNe 10. 1896.

extyenr 10 have

: June,; 1zt 1806

Dr. James Dwight.
Boston, Mass.,

Your letter of the 18th. ultimo received.Business has caused
some delay, but I can not allow the opportunity to pass with out seeking
in a measure at least to disabuse your mind of some misconception.of the
potives that actuated the Neighborhcod Club in providing entertainment
for its members and.fréinds, you may remember that for several seasons po
price of admission was asked to Club tournaments and their going to .greater
.expense o entertain the English precluded the idea of allowing them to.play
at other places the fact remains however tnat the Neighborhood Club has
done its share in forwarding the best interests of sport freely and génen@usly,
and if the course pursued bhas resulted in making the Club known,( not advertise
as you are pleased to term it ) I do .not see why its liberality should .be
-used to its detriment or accused of unsportman like conduct,Trusting .1 .have
corrected erroneous impression of the Club.

1 remain yours truly;

We don’t know if some version of this draft June 1, 1896 letter from Ayer to James Dwight (head of the
USNLTA, who had handed the 1895 tournament to Ayer) was actually sent. Reading between the lines,
and factoring in the NYTimes article on the left, it would appear Ayer is responding to an unseen criticism
from Dwight for turning the 1895 tournament into self-advertisement, and perhaps more significantly, for the
Club keeping Pim and Mahony for themselves and not sharing the wealth with other tennis venues. Ayer
pretty much admits to all that and says, | got what | paid for. It may not be a coincidence 1895 was the last
USNLTA-sponsored tournament at the NC rather than Longwood or elsewhere.

On a personal note, | will add that | have examined the ledger of expenses of the Club itself for the year
1895, and have seen no evidence of payments to cover Pim’s or Mahoney’s expenses. Any such payments
would have had to have been made by Ayer or other Club members personally.



Life Goes On

So we’ve had two revelations here:

° James Dwight motivated Harry Ayer to fulfil Dwight's dream of a US vs UK tennis tournament on US soil, and by doing so, James Dwight, rather than

Dwight Davis, may have set the stage for the Davis Cup tournaments. It is clear Dwight had a broad agenda in influencing Ayer to produce the tournament,

and the tournament indeed sparked broad interest in trans-Atlantic tennis among both fans and players.
° James Dwight and Harry Ayer had strong disagreement over the way the NC and Ayer handled Pim and Mahony in July 1895. In Dwight’s view, he had
dropped the tournament in Ayer’s lap, and Dwight was disappointed in Ayer’s parochial monopoly of the Irishmen at the expense of the inclusive spirit

Dwight had hoped to inspire. Afterward, there were no more USNLTA tournaments at the NC, and with Dwight’s encouragement, the nearby Longwood Club

usurped the Neighborhood Club’s role as a world-class venue based in the Boston suburbs.

In the absence of a successor to the 1895 tournament at the Neighborhood Club, Mahony and Larned barnstormed numerous national and local tournaments the UK

in 1896, and followed with a reciprocal tour around the US in 1897.

1896 UK Tour of Mahony and Larned

May Irish Championships, Dublin
(Mahony runner-up to Wilfred Baddeley)
June Middlesex Champhionship, Chiswick Park London
(won by Mahony; Doubles won by Mahony and Larned)
June Northern Tournament, Liverpool
July Bristol Tournament, Bristol
(Mahony and Larned met in the Final, won by Mahony)
(Mahony and Larned were Doubles runners-up to
Baddeley twins)
July All-England Championship, Wimbledon
(won by Mahony)

1897 US Tour of Mahony, Larned, Eaves, Wrenn and others

s —

2

CROUNDS o~ TNE
wWryanoor TEnvis Clug -

@
ot ijj/g; i

HAROLD. 3. PAANGHGY 4/\

11

KRcron COLLINY

~.
ROBERY O WRENN
A LAGED 0\

COURTS AND CONTESTANTS FOR THE MEETING OF ENGLISH AND AMERICAN TENNIS CRACKS HERE.

OR.w V. gAVES




Author’s Note

These pages were created originally as slides to accompany a verbal presentation to members of the Neighborhood Club. I've come to realize that the real story,
deserving of narrative presentation, recounts the founding of the Club and the 1892-1895 tournaments, especially the 1895 event which proved the undoing of the
Club as an important part of the tennis pantheon.

As a member of the Club, and as someone who has done archival work in its behalf, | may be privileged to have access to Club archives that no outside researcher
could enjoy. There are scrapbooks of news clippings, photos, and letters still in their envelopes, some of which appear in this document. Most interesting is the 1896
draft of the letter from Ayer to Dwight, which may never before have seen the light of day.

| hope individuals interested in the history of international tennis have an opportunity to look at it.
Chris Anschuetz

September 2021
canschuetz@gmail.com



